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As a volunteer at Ikoi, | have come to regard the men and
women who visit as my friends. They come to drink coffee, read
the newspaper, take a bath, get a haircut, get some new
clothes, or take a nap. For a few hours they can feel safe in
winter cold, summer heat, rain or snow. | see contentment in
their eyes. This brings tears to my eyes.

| went to Miyazaki for about one month after the recent
earthquake. | learned that my friends were worried about me. |
thanked them when | returned. One man said to me: ” We are
all friends. It was only natural to worry about you.” Although
these men and women have few possessions, they have given
me something invaluable: their trust and friendship.
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